Participant Journal Guide: I'm With Jesus

Text: Luke 8:1-3

Before You Begin

Take a few moments to slow down and invite God to speak to you through His Word.

Prayer:

Jesus, help me see You as You truly are. Open my heart to hear Your voice, reveal areas where

You're inviting me to grow, and help me become more like You as I walk with You. Amen.

Read Luke 8:1-3 slowly. Read it a second time, paying attention to any word, phrase, or person
that stands out to you.

#1: Jesus Builds an Unexpected Team

Luke describes an unlikely group traveling with Jesus. Alongside the apostles were women like
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna—people who many in their culture would not have
expected to be included.

Jesus wasn't building a team based on status or popularity. He welcomed people whose lives had
been changed by His grace.

Journal
o What surprises you most about the people Jesus chose to travel with?
o Have you ever struggled to believe you truly belong with Jesus? Why?
o What lies or labels have made you feel like an outsider?
o What does this passage teach you about how Jesus sees you?

Write a prayer thanking Jesus for inviting you to belong with Him.

#2: Jesus Showcases Transformation

Every person mentioned in this passage had a story.

The apostles were ordinary men becoming faithful disciples.



Mary Magdalene had experienced incredible freedom through Jesus.
Joanna's life had been forever changed.
None of them stayed the same after meeting Jesus.

Transformation is one of the greatest evidences of God's work in our lives. Following Jesus isn't
about becoming perfect overnight—it's about continually becoming more like Him.

Journal
o How has Jesus changed you since you first began following Him?
e What part of your testimony reminds you most of God's grace?
e Where do you see Him continuing to shape your character today?
e Is there an area of your life you've been resisting His work?

Complete these sentences:

Before Jesus...
Jesus met me by...
Today He is still changing me by...

If you've been baptized, spend a few moments thanking God for what your baptism represents.

If you haven't, write about what might be keeping you from taking that step.

#3: Jesus Inspires Kingdom Investment

Luke tells us these women used their own resources to support Jesus and His ministry.
They weren't trying to earn God's love.

Their generosity flowed from hearts that had already been transformed.



When we realize everything we've received from Christ, giving becomes an act of worship
instead of obligation.

Journal
e When you think about generosity, what emotions come to mind?
e Do you tend to view giving as an obligation or an investment in God's kingdom? Why?
o Besides finances, what resources has God entrusted to you? (Time, gifts, relationships,

home, skills, encouragement, hospitality, etc.)
e How might God be inviting you to use those resources for His purposes this week?

Write one practical way you can invest in God's kingdom this week:

Where Am I Today?

Which statement best describes where you are?
L1 I am walking closely with Jesus.
L1 I was once closer to Jesus than I am today.

0 I'm still exploring what it means to follow Jesus.

Why did you choose that answer?

What is one next step Jesus may be inviting you to take?



Closing Prayer

Jesus,
Thank You for inviting ordinary people like me to walk with You.
Thank You that I don't have to earn a place on Your team. I belong because of Your grace.

Continue transforming every part of my life. Shape my heart, my priorities, my words, and my
actions so that they reflect You more each day.

Help me invest my life, my time, my gifts, and my resources in what matters for Your kingdom.
Today, I choose to walk with You.

Amen.

This Week's Reminder

Being with Jesus changes who I am, how I live, and what I value.



