Participant Journal - Getting Salvation Right

Text: Luke 9:18-27

“But who do you say that | am?” — Luke 9:20

Before You Begin
Take a few quiet minutes before God.
Ask Him:

“Jesus, show me what is true about my relationship with You. Help me see myself
honestly, and give me courage to respond to You.”

Read Luke 9:18-27 slowly.

Then read it a second time, paying attention to anything that challenges, encourages, or
unsettles you.

1. Salvation Is Deeply Personal

Luke 9:18-20

Jesus begins by asking His disciples what other people are saying about Him.
Then He makes the question personal:

“But who do you say that | am?”

There are plenty of voices telling me who Jesus is.

My parents may have told me.

My church may have told me.

My friends may have told me.

Culture tells me.



Politicians and public figures tell me.

The internet tells me.

But eventually, Jesus asks me:

Who do you say that | am?

Journal

How would | answer that question in my own words?

Who is Jesus to me?

What have | believed about Jesus primarily because someone else told me?

When did my faith become personally real to me?

What happened?

Was there a moment when following Jesus stopped being merely something | knew
about and became something | personally trusted?

Sit With This

Peter's confession wasn't simply information about Jesus. It was a personal recognition
of who Jesus is.

Have | personally recognized Jesus as the Christ, or have | mostly inherited
someone else’s faith?



Write whatever comes to mind without trying to make it sound spiritual.

A Prayer

“Jesus, help me answer Your question honestly: Who do | say You are? Strip away the
answers I've simply inherited or adopted from others. Help me know You for who You
truly are.”

2. Salvation Is Rooted in the Gospel

Luke 9:21-22

Peter correctly identifies Jesus as the Christ. Then Jesus immediately explains what the
Christ came to do.

He must suffer. He must be rejected. He must be killed. And He must be raised.
The cross wasn't an unfortunate interruption to Jesus' mission.

The cross was the mission.

Jesus came to die for sinners and rise again.

Read:

Romans 10:9-10

1 Corinthians 2:2

Journal

What does the death of Jesus mean to me personally?



What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to me personally?

Why is the resurrection essential to my understanding of salvation?

If someone asked me, “What is the gospel?”, how would | explain it?

Look at the Center

It's possible to be involved in Christianity while slowly moving the gospel away from the
center.

| can focus on:

e being a good person

e going to church

e knowing the right answers

« having Christian friends

e raising my children in church
o looking like a Christian

« doing religious activities

None of those things replace the gospel.
Jesus Christ crucified and risen is at the center.

Heart Check

Am | trusting Jesus and His finished work for my salvation, or am | subtly trusting my
own goodness, religious activity, or performance?



Where have | allowed something other than the gospel to become the center of my
faith?

Sit With the Cross
Imagine standing at the foot of the cross.
Jesus willingly suffered and died for your sin.

What emotions or thoughts come to mind?

Spend a few minutes simply thanking Him.

3. Salvation Is Going All-In With Jesus

Luke 9:23-25

Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
daily and follow me.”

Salvation isn't merely agreeing that Jesus is the Christ. It means following Him.
Jesus gives us an upside-down way of measuring life.
The world says:

Gain more. Protect yourself. Pursue comfort. Build your reputation. Get what you
want.

Jesus says:

Follow Me. Deny yourself. Take up your cross.



Jesus gives us a new metric:

“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will
save it.”

Jesus asks us to consider the direction of our entire lives.
Journal

What does “deny yourself” mean in my life right now?

What might Jesus be asking me to surrender?

What am | most tempted to put ahead of Jesus?

What currently gets most of my time?

What gets most of my attention?

What gets most of my money?

What gets most of my emotional energy?

What do | think about when | have nothing else demanding my attention?




The Bigger Question

What am | actually living for?

If someone watched my life for a month without hearing me explain my beliefs, what
would they conclude | am living for?

Is there a difference between what | say is most important and what my life actually
demonstrates is most important?

Am | All-In?

Sometimes we look back at an opportunity and say:

“l wish | would have jumped in.”

Maybe it was an investment.

Maybe it was an adventure.

Maybe it was something we knew we should have pursued but didn't.
Following Jesus carries an eternal significance that nothing else does.

| don't want to reach the end of my life and realize | spent it chasing things that could
never satisfy while holding back from Jesus.



Personal Inventory
Finish these sentences honestly:

Something I'm afraid to surrender to Jesus is...

Something I'm holding onto too tightly is...

Something | need to trust Jesus with is...

Something | need to stop making more important than Jesus is...

One step of obedience Jesus may be asking me to take is...

One Thought to Carry This Week

Jesus isn't asking me what everyone else says about Him. He's asking, “Who do
you say that | am?”

And once | know who He is, the question becomes:

“What will | do with my life because of Him?”



